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aturday started with the team gathering at the 
Rescue Ranch for a circle up to go over the 

day’s training.  We discussed hiking in to the cave and 
then once there, how we would establish communications 
and then cycle several teams through the cave.

The trip into the cave was a great experience!  A couple 
of us had never been underground in such tight quarters.  
The underground training involved bringing in a litter 
and maneuvering it to a point approximately 60-70 
feet into the cave.  Once we reached the farthest point 
for the day, we met Dan Long, who showed us the 
communication phone and the absolute darkness that 
can happen when all lights are out.  The darkness was 
impressive.

Following that we “walked” the litter out to Bruce and Roy and exited the cave.  

After everyone got their underground fix, we moved to a 2-pitch steep angle lowering 
down to the road.

Thank you to all who came, we had a great turnout 
of around 14 people.  Also special thanks to Pat 
Clancy and Dan Long for organizing this.

A Spectacular Day in the Cave

S

UPCOMING
EVENTS

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Monday, October 27
General Meeting
6pm training, 7pm meeting.  Location 
Fairgrounds.  Lightner Creek Room

Saturday, November 15
TRRT Training

Wednesday, December 3
Winter Response Team
Beacon Training
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Pancake Breakfast
t’s not too far away to start thinking about the pancake breakfast.  This is one 
of our major fundraisers for the year.  First, Save the date.  Feb 1 (Sunday)  

We will need help certainly on that day, but even more importantly we will need help 
organizing this event.  Come see Dave or Ron to see what needs to be done and how 
you can help.

Important Numbers:
Non-Emergency Dispatch: 385-2900
Mission Availability Call-In Number: 403-5727
Emergency Operations Center (EOC): 382-6274 or 382-6275
Sheriff’s Office: 247-1157 or 247-1161
Active Mission Cell Phone: 749-0911

President – Ron Corkish – RCorkish@gmail.com
Vice President – Tom Brueckner – Tom.Brueckner@yahoo.com
Treasurer – Mike Bruce – mike@perrofeo.com
Secretary – Dave Austin – Dave@dave-austin.com
Newsletter Design & Layout: Bettina Mills
Newsletter Editor: Dave Austin

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 1885, Durango, CO 81302-1885
E-mail: secretary@laplatasar.org
Website: www.laplatasar.org

NEW MEMBERS
Welcome:  Jaaron Mankins, Roy Newholm, 
Mike Dombrowski, Dan Harshberger, 
Lucas Phipps

SPECIAL THANKS
Leo Lloyd for puttting up the fixed line on 
the East Animas Climbing area this fall.

David Dea for doing the Safety Awareness 
day at Home Depot.  Helping him that day 
were Steve Harris and Jo Kopke  They sold 
CORSAR cards and received donations.  It 
was a great PR opportunity. 

Rob Else and Ben Wilbur who attended the 
Flight For Life Symposium.  We look forward 
to hearing about their experiences there.

Dan and Pat for the Underground and Tech 
team training that happened up on Molas 
Pass last weekend.  It was a great training

Durnago Exchange Chance LaCroix will 
be attending meeting to present the 
Durango Exchange.  
www.DurangoOutdoorExchange.com
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