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Upcoming  
Events 

 
Technical Trainings at the Fair-
grounds at 1800 before each 
monthly meeting when at the 
Fairgrounds. 
 
Monday, August 23th: Annual 
Barbeque Picnic: Colvig Silver 
Camps @ 6 PM 
 
Saturday, September 18th: SAR  
Obstacle Course: Time and 
Place TBA: by Harms 
 
Saturday, September 18th: 
Technical Team Training: 32nd 
Street Fire Station @8 AM: by 
Killian 
 
Monday, September 27th: 
LPCSAR Meeting: Fairgrounds 
@ 7 PM. Program TBA 
 
Saturday, October 9th: New 
Member Orientation and Re-
fresher; Location  TBA @ 8 
AM: by Killian 
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SAR 
PICNIC 

Don't forget Monday, August 
23rd is the annual SAR BBQ / 
Picnic. 

Significant others/spouses and 
kids are welcome! SAR will pro-
vide food on the grill (burgers 
and brats). Carvers has gener-
ously donated a keg of beer! 
Please bring a dish to pass (side 
dishes, desserts etc) 

The picnic will be at Colvig Sil-
ver Camps, off CR 246. We'll 
start around 6 pm. By Linn 

THANKS 

Thank you to LPC Sheriffs Of-
fice for picking up the tab for the 
insurance deductible and loss of 
equipment during the recent 
break in at the trailer  

More 
Thanks 

Thank you to everyone who at-
tended and helped out to make the 
Hutt / Harris fundraiser a HUGE 
success!!! 

Missions 

LPCSAR assisted in two rescues 
in the last week.  
 
One was a 63 y/o woman who was 
injured in a fall from her horse in 
the Weminuche. A team started 
hiking in case the weather prohib-
ited a helicopter landing. However 
the Helo was able to land and the 
team was called back. 
 
The 2nd was male who fell  in the 
La Platas.and cut his leg badly. He 
and his companion could not ade-
quately control the bleeding, so 
they called for help. The man was 
evacuated by helicopter. A 
LPCSAR team retrieved the man’s 
tent and equipment and helped his 
companion hike out. 
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Important Numbers 
Dispatch: 385-2900 

EMS OPS Center: 382-6274 or 382-6275 
Sheriff’s Office: 247-1157 or 247-1161 

 
President...Ron Corkish 

RCorkish@gmail.com 
Vice President...Brad Sablosky 

brad@wildernessmedic.com 
Treasurer...Jurgen Herbst 

                   jherbst@animas.net 
Secretary...Julie Linn 
julielinn17@yahoo.com 

 
Mailing Address 

P. O. Box 1885, Durango, CO 81301-1885 
E-mail: info@laplatasar.org 

Website:  www.laplatasar.org 
Newsletter queries: jim.mohle@gmail.com 

SUBTERRANEAN TEAM TRAINING  

The Subterranean Team completed its first training exercise Saturday August 14th in the Bessie G. Mine located 
in La Plata Canyon.  Six members participated along with the mine's owners, Kevin Linville and Bob Ross. 
 
The goal of the Team's first training was an introduction to working in an underground mine with safety as the 
emphasis.  Several team members have been in caves but not in a mine.  Caves are usually very stable and not 
susceptible to cave-ins.  Mines are just the opposite.  Bob and Kevin did a great job of explaining the workings 
of a mine including drifts, stopes, shafts and declines.  In terms of safety, the stope was a focus of training due 
to the hazards of not knowing what is above.  In this case, a very old mine with open workings 300 feet above 
the main level. 
 
The training also included the use of Search and Rescue's new MX-6 air quality meter.  Brock did a great job of 
monitoring the mine's air quality using the MX-6.  He discovered the air in the mine was very good. The lowest 
O2 level was 20.2.  In addition, the Army field phones were used which provided very clear communications to 
the outside safety personnel.  Talk-a-Bouts were tested inside the mine with limited results. 
 
The team discovered that "water" was the word of the day. The Bessie G. is very wet - close to 18 inches in 
places along the main level and water dripping nearly everywhere.  But everyone was prepared and had a great 
experience underground. 
 
After exiting the Bessie G. the team explored the nearby Columbus Mine, a vertical shaft nearly 1000 feet in 
depth.  Until 2008, this mine was still open but is now covered with a steel grate. 
 
A huge thank you goes to Bob and Kevin for opening their mine to us and giving up a good part of their day to 
make this training possible and for imparting their valuable experience in mine safety.  I want to personally 
thank the Team members that made a personal commitment to purchase equipment and devote their time to add 
depth to the overall mission of La Plata County Search and Rescue. 
 
By Dan Long 

The Team in the Bessie-G Mine 



Joint Training 

Saturday Eve Mt. Bikers 

On Saturday, August the 8th,  during the combined exercise I had decided to remain over night at the Hermosa 
Creek Trail Head and sleep in the Silver Bullet.  Fortunately Ron, Dan and Brock decided to stay with me.   At 
about 7:30PM Ron received a call from Butch with a "Code Red" advising of two mountain bikers somewhere 
on the trail with a flat tire, in the rain, and not dressed for the weather.  The Rangers at Dutch Creek checked the 
trail in both directions but were unable to locate the bikers.  At about 8:30PM it was decided that Ron, Dan, and 
Brock would walk the trail while I remained in camp at the radios.  They had only walked a short distance when 
they met up with the bikers and escorted them back to our camp.  They loaded their bikes in the back of my 
pickup, and, I gave them a ride to their car about two miles below our camp.  End of story. 

By Jack Rose 

Over the weekend of August 7th and 8th, La Plata SAR, the Colorado Mounted Rangers, Civil Air Patrol, and 
the Sheriff's Office communication van conducted a two day extensive training in the Hermosa Drainage. Multi-
ple K-9 -, foot - , horse - and mountain bike teams were deployed in the field. Initially simulating a mid-air col-
lision of two small aircraft, two ELT (Emergency Locator Transmitter) practice beacons were deployed; one in 
the Jones Creek area, the second unit at the head of Dutch Creek behind Purgatory. LPCSAR members and 
Mounted Rangers trained in locating the practice beacons with DF (Direction Finding) equipment. A big Thank 
You to Warren Holland (Echo 3) for training some coaches ahead of the training weekend, setting up the beacon 
area in the field,  as well as training SAR members over the weekend and making his personal DF equipment 
available for training. CAP trained on locating the practice beacons from the air on both days. On day two, some 
SAR ground teams experimented with CAP on the most effective ground to air signaling devices. According to 
CAP scanners, survival mirrors, CDs / DVDs worked very well. Watch faces and display surfaces of GPS units 
also worked. When using signaling devices such as clothing, survival blankets, etc, movement of the items was 
very important; the brighter the item's color the better! 
 
911 triangulation calls were made to our local dispatch center to determine the accuracy of such calls. Origin of 
the cell phone and the cell phone themselves seemed to make a difference. Smart phones (with less output 
power) had a significantly higher margin of error than older model flip phones (i.e. Skip's 1985 model with ex-
tendable antenna.  Dan Long tested the 800 MHz repeater system and his own VHF / UHF crossband repeater 
from Junction Creek road. Both systems worked well but might need some more tweaking. Sunday's communi-
cation system showed improvement and benefited from the mistakes of the somewhat complex operation on 
Saturday.  "Code Red" was called Saturday night to assist two mountain bikers and their broken-down bikes. 
Mounted Rangers camped at the confluence of Dutch Creek and Hermosa Creek were able to assist the couple 
in a timely manner. 
 
Thank you to AirCare from Farmington and CareFlight from Durango for their willingness to participate. Thank 
you to all members, subjects and participants who made this training possible and a great learning experience! 
 
By Tom Breuckner 


