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Upcoming Events 

Saturday, January 28:  
TRRT Training at Cascade Canyon 
Meet at the Rescue Ranch at 12:30pm 
Contact Brad Sablosky 
 

Monday, January 30:  
LPCSAR Monthly Meeting  
Location: La Plata County Fair-
grounds, Lighnter Creek Room 
6:00PM: Winter Patient Packaging 
7:00PM: Cold Weather Injuries  
Contact Aaron Ball 
 

Sunday, February 5:  
Snowdown Pancake Breakfast  
Location: La Plata County Fair-
grounds, Exhibit Hall 
6:00AM-2:00PM 
Contact Julie Linn 
 

Saturday, February 11:  
Combined WRT/TRRT Training 
Location: TBD 
8:00AM-4:00PM 
Contact Gunnar or Pat 
 

Monday, February 13: 
OEM/SAR Disaster Response 
Location: EOC 
6:00PM-8:00PM 
Contact Tom McNamara 
 

Monday, February 27:  
Tri-County Winter Response Team 
Training  
Location/Time: TBD 
 

Monday, February 27:  
LPCSAR Monthly Meeting  
Location: La Plata County Fair-
grounds, Lightner Creek Room 
6:00PM: Snow Anchors by Josh 
Kling 
7:00PM: Crime Scene Preservation by 
Dan Bender  

Do you know the status 
of your certs? see copies of your certs for the FA, 

(Cont..) CPR, and CORSAR (you 
can show me the next time we meet 
or else provide a copy via email or 
snail mail). 
 
Thanks for your help with this.  Let 
me know if you have questions. 
 
Julie Linn  

Hi Everyone,  
 
So, we've been pushing pretty hard 
recently to make sure everyone is up 
to date on their certifications 
(CORSAR, First Aid, and CPR) and 
to keep emergency contact infor-
mation current.   Now you can 
check your status yourself on line! 
Log into the webpage members only 
section (user name = your name; 
you can reset your password if you 
forgot it), then click on the "Roster" 
tab on top; then click on your name.  
You'll see your contact info and 
some text that looks something like: 
 
AT&T; CORSAR 1/1/11; FA 
1/1/11; CPR 1/1/11; Jane Doe 234-
5678 or UNK 
 
This info is: your cell phone provid-
er; CORSAR expiration date; First 
Aid expiration date; CPR expiration 
date; emergency contact name and 
phone number (UNK for unknown 
or no emergency contact info pro-
vided). 
 
PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO  
REVIEW THIS INFORMATION 
AND SUBMIT UPDATES OR  
CORRECTIONS TO ME. 
 
You can submit corrections for cell 
phone provider or emergency con-
tact info via email.  I will need to 

Kim Allen 
Joel Caldwell 
Steve Harris (returning member) 
Patrick Owens 
Christopher Stewart 
 
Basic SAR Operations (aka New 
Member Training) coming in April! 

Welcome New Members! 

Got Auction Items? 

We are asking all LPCSAR mem-
bers  that have collected donations 
for the Snowdown Silent Auction to 
meet Julie at the Zircon (DFRA Sta-
tion #3) on Monday, January 30 at 
5:30pm. 
 
Donations of  any new and/or gently 
used items along with any services 
you can provide are welcome. Julie 
will provide confirmation of dona-
tion for tax purposes.   
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Important Numbers 
Dispatch: 385-2900 

Emergency Operations Center (EOC): 382-6274 or 382-6275 
Sheriff’s Office: 247-1157 or 247-1161 

Mission Cell Phone: 749-0911 
 

President...Ron Corkish 
RCorkish@gmail.com 

Vice President...Brad Sablosky 
brad@wildernessmedic.com 

Training Coordinator… Eddie Killian 
echo32@k5tactical.com 

Treasurer... Jason Meininger 
          meininger13@gmail.com 

Secretary...Julie Linn 
julielinn17@yahoo.com 

 

Mailing Address 
P. O. Box 1885, Durango, CO 81302-1885 

E-mail: secretary@laplatasar.org 
Website:  www.laplatasar.org 

Newsletter: neadeau@gmail.com or honjarte@hotmail.com 

Winter Training Recap 
 

Corkish Corner 
The La Plata County Sheriff Office 
has the statutory responsibility for 
public safety and is ultimately respon-
sible for wildfire within the County. 
La Plata County OEM is statutorily 
responsible for the planning and re-
sponse to disasters. The Sheriff and 
OEM have long depended on La Plata 
County Search and Rescue to assist 
this community through tough times: 
Aircraft incidents, wildfire, winter 
storms, back-country search and res-
cue. 
This past summer, La Plata County 
OEM began looking again at our 
plans for the operation of County 
Emergency Operations Center (EOC). 
It has been a few years since we had 
to “Stand up the EOC” during an inci-
dent. The space was last used during 
the Mountain Bike incident in Hermo-
sa in August of 2010 and before that, 
during the snowstorms of January 
2008. Most of our events are run from 
a Command Post at a trailhead or 
from the Courthouse. We don’t get 
many opportunities to play on big 
events very often and therefore are 
generally ill-prepared in the case of a 
disaster. We aim to change that. 
We have begun the process of updat-
ing plans and developing training. 
The goals are to build updated operat-
ing guidelines, test and prove equip-
ment and build a team to lead the op-
eration of the EOC. La Plata County 
OEM has agreed to work with Excel 
Energy to perform a Functional Exer-
cise this April. Excel owns and oper-
ates Electra Lake with Terminal Dam 
on the Southern end, Stagecoach at 
the North and the Tacoma Power 
plant on the Animas to the East. The 
Scenario for this exercise will revolve 
around a failure of one of the dams 
resulting in sudden flooding of the 
Animas River all the way through 
Durango. 
There are two upcoming trainings that 
we encourage your participation in. 
February 6th will be for volunteer and 
donation management, special needs, 
forward observation, command shad-
owing and interaction with outside 
agencies. February 13th is based on 
communications, community hotlines, 
radio operations, mapping, documen 
 

 
KUDOS to all of you that have put such 
a tremendous amount of time, energy, 
excitement and thought into this year’s 
SnowDown Pancake Breakfast and Si-
lent Auction.  Those that are reading this 
piece - YOU are the outward face of 
LPCSAR and our community has rallied 
to show how much they support our 
efforts.   It’s been great to hear many of 
you talk about your positive experiences 
as you approach different businesses, 
companies and individuals – it’s excit-
ing to see how much we are appreciated 
and the donations stem from that well 
earned appreciation – there really isn’t a 
“sales job” to be done.   With all of the 
upfront work that has gone into the pro-
motion of our breakfast, this could be a 
record attendance year.    Let’s look at 
this year’s Showdown Parade / Show-
down Breakfast / Silent Auction as if it 
were the biggest “mission” of the year – 
an opportunity for you to consider pull-
ing a double shift – realizing that it may 
not be the most convenient time, but a 
time when one more Member is truly 
needed – standing out of the crowd and 
being IN the parade.  This event is our 
biggest fund raiser and an excellent 
foundation/kickoff for the other fund 
raising campaigns that we have planned 
for 2012.  Please give some extra 
thought to being involved in the process.	

On Sunday, January 8, we held a multi 
agency winter training at the top of Pur-
gatory. Represented agencies included: 
Purgatory Mountain Patrol, La Plata 
County SAR, Colorado Flight For Life, 
La Plata County Mounted Patrol, Mercy 
Medical Center, and Colorado Mounted 
Rangers.   
Participants rotated through three sta-
tions refreshing winter skills and shar-
ing ideas. Colorado Flight For Life 
brought their helicopter and updated 
participants lift ticket cards and dis-
cussed winter helicopter operations. A 
second station dealt with fire and shelter 
building, and allowed plenty of  tools to 
work on hands on skills.  The third sta-
tion dealt with the basics of avalanche 
transceiver use, and strategic digging. 
Thanks to all who braved the cold. 

Urban Team– EOC Exercise tation, and response activities. We will 
be working out the details of our opera-
tions, answering the questions of “What 
do we do when…?” and “Who do we 
call if…?”, and learning how to operate 
the equipment at the EOC. There are 
many roles to fill, ranging from simple 
to complex and active to quiet. We will 
need YOU! 
Sign up for participation at the SAR 
meeting or email me at  
tommymoto@gmail.com 
Tom McNamara - Echo 2 
La Plata County Emergency 
Management Coordinator 

Winter Training Recap 


