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Upcoming Events 
 

Monday, May 21 
Monthly Meeting: Lightner Creek 
Room La Plata County Fairgrounds 
6 pm Horses 
7 pm What’s in your pack? What 
should be in your pack? 
 
Thursday, June 7 
Mountain Bike Team Ride 
5:30 pm to 7:30 pm 
Location: Birkett Trailhead 
 
Sunday, June 10 
MOTO/ATV Joint Team Training 
9 am to 3 pm 
Location: TBD 
 
Monday, June 11  
General Membership Mock Search 
5:30 pm to 8 pm 
Location: TBD 
 
Thursday, June 14 
Swiftwater Team Baker’s Bridge Pre-
Plan with DFRA 
1 pm to 5 pm 
Location: TBD 
 
Friday, June 22– Monday, June 25 
TRRT 4 Day Training—Level 2 
8 am to 5 pm  
Location: TBD 
 
Monday, June 25 
Monthly Meeting: Lightner Creek 
Room, La Plata County Fairgrounds 
6 pm TBD by Josh Kling 
7 pm Carol Huser/Coroner 

Successful Mock Search! Corkish Corner 

We have a new training tool, the 
GoPro HD – a “helmet cam” 
that will be useful for review of 
training – working through sce-
narios – and providing pictures 
and video that will help with our 
fund raising opportunities.  As 
we prepare for trainings we will 
be looking for someone to vol-
unteer to “wear” the camera - - 
the benefit is that the “wearer” 
isn’t in the video and it is really 
simple – one click on / one click 
off.  

 
After a one week delay, the last Mock 
Search finally took place on May 14th 
at the Sale Barn Trailhead. 11 SAR 
members attended. The objective was to 
become more familiar with GPS and 
map navigation, including switching 
between different coordinate systems 
and datums for land and airborne use. 
Clue and subject search was also includ-
ed in the exercise. Three teams navi-
gated to a  given set of UTM coordi-
nates and began looking for clues and 
the subject on the way. During the 
search, incident command (IC) bothered 
the team members to change coordinate 
systems and datums multiple times to 
support (simulated) Civil Air Patrol and 
helicopter. The subject and her dog 
were found after about 90 minutes, 
medically assessed  and evacuated via 
helicopter. The last set of coordinates 
guided all teams back to the trail head. 
The non-standard combination of UTM 
coordinate system and NAD 83 datum 
provided by the map maker (Durango 
Trails by SingleTrack Maps) made nav-
igation somewhat more challenging. 
Communication with VHF radios on 
SAR 1 worked well. Thank you to all 
team members who attended and a spe-
cial Thank You to Julie Linn and her 
dog for being the subject. All teams did 
a FANTASTIC job! 

New Blood Needed 

A new candidate (or two) will be need-
ed beginning in 2013 to replace the out-
going Vice Preisdent of LPSCAR and 
Training Coordinator, Brad Sablosky.  
Please contact Ron Corkish, Julie Linn 
or Brad Sablosky if you are interested.   

Gear Garage Now Open! 

Clean out those garages and gear clos-
ets! The LPCSAR Gear Garage is now 
open for business! Any outdoor gear in 
good used condition is eligible. Submis-
sions are due the third Monday of every 
month or the Monday before the month-
ly meeting. Please contact Julie with 
your items along with the asking price.  
The proceeds are yours to keep or do-
nate to LPCSAR. 

Mock Disaster Drill 

On Thursday, May 31, there will be a 
Mock Disaster Drill held at the EOC 
starting at 530pm. LPCSAR general 
members in good standing are encour-
aged to attend. Dinner will be provided. 
 
Please RSVP to Julie if interested in this 
unique opportunity. 
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Important Numbers 
Dispatch: 385-2900 

Emergency Operations Center (EOC): 382-6274 or 382-6275 
Sheriff’s Office: 247-1157 or 247-1161 

Mission Cell Phone: 749-0911 
 

 
President...Ron Corkish 

RCorkish@gmail.com 
Vice President...Brad Sablosky 

brad@wildernessmedic.com 
Treasurer... Jason Meininger 

          meininger13@gmail.com 
Secretary...Julie Linn 
julielinn17@yahoo.com 

 
 

Mailing Address 
P. O. Box 1885, Durango, CO 81302-1885 

E-mail: secretary@laplatasar.org 
Website:  www.laplatasar.org 

Newsletter: neadeau@gmail.com or honjarte@hotmail.com 

The Durango Motorless Transit 35th 
Annual Narrow Gauge 10 mile and 5K 
runs will be held Sunday, May 27th. 
LPCSAR volunteers are needed to help. 
 
Also, the Durango Trails Festival hosted 
by Trails 2000 will be held on Saturday, 
August 18. They are asking for at least 
5 LPCSAR volunteers to help out at this 
new bike/running race 
 
Please contact Julie if interested in ei-
ther opportunity. All races start at 8am. 

Volunteers Needed 

The Swiftwater team’s training in-
volved many different skill sessions 
and much learning about our current 
gear.  It was great! 
We began with a review of the fif-
teen ‘absolutes’ of swiftwater res-
cue, as they are taught by Rescue 3 
International.  I won’t go into them, 
as they are rather in depth, and there 
are many of them.  Two major ideas 
about river safety are: wear a PFD 
within 10 feet of the river,  and that 
often times the bank of the river is 
one of the most dangerous places to 
be.  You might note this location 
(the riverbank) is often where rescu-
ers are during a rescue. 
We moved onto rope drills, after 
gearing up, moving our stuff and 
selves to Corner Pocket proper, and 
having a refreshing downriver swim 
with an eddy-catch halfway through.   
For the rope drills, a swimmer 
would get worked through Corner 
Pocket and a rescuer would toss a 
throw-bag to the swimmer.  We took 
turns swimming and throwing, and 
it seemed to work out okay.  There 
was at least one missed throw, but 
we had a back-up rescuer so there 
never was any danger.  We all got 
several throws in and it looked like 
we all felt better about the new 
throw-bags when we were done.  
Afterwards we moved on to live bait 
drills.   
Live bait rescue is fairly risky and is 
a secondary choice in river rescue, 
but is common enough that practice 
should be done.   
A rope is tied or clipped to the ring 
of a rescue PFD, someone on the 
bank holds onto the rope, and a res-
cuer jumps in the river and swims to 
the person in distress.  Exciting, no?  
It really is scary for me to be a live 
bait rescuer, and I have taken Corner 
Pocket’s wave to the face too many 
times already, so I chose to just be-
lay the live bait person.     

WhiteWater Recap Something interesting happened 
during live bait practice:  Two dif-
ferent rescuers chose different 
methods of river entry and swim-
ming style, and  these choices af-
fected the outcome.  Tim did the 
standard “river dive.” (Note: It is 
not a dive, really, and it takes a little 
practice to do. Tim did it perfect.)  
He ended up on top of the Corner 
Pocket wave pile where he was able 
to grab the swimmer easily and get 
dragged to shore straight away.  
Roger did a slide in entry and dove 
under the Corner Pocket wave, and 
when he emerged, he was below the 
swimmer, and had difficulties locat-
ing the swimmer.  He took much 
longer to get his hands on the swim-
mer, and was at the end of the rope 
(about 150 feet) by the time we got 
them both to shore.  Both methods 
were ultimately successful, but it 
seemed Roger had a more difficult 
time.  Like I said: Interesting!  Ad-
ditionally, the second safety person 
on the belaying rescuer should noti-
fy the person belaying when the 
carabiner is about to go through 
their wet and tired hands.  OOPS!  
Sorry, Tim!   

After live bait practice I breathed a 
large sigh of relief and we moved 
on to craft rescue and a foot entrap-
ment scenario.  We were all sur-
prised by how well the LPCSAR 
Aaire Ducky performed, as it is a 
tiny thing.  We did two rescues 
with it, and both went, well, swim-
mingly.  Three people in an eight 
foot ducky!  
The foot entrapment scenario did 
not go as well as the other practic-
es, and we did it twice, just so we 
got it right, and practiced correctly.  
All in all, a very fun and rewarding 
training.  Thanks, Dave! (And Aa-
ron!) 


